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(57) Abstract 

A gangway arrangement comprising a longitudinal bracing means (10) which forms support means for a series of 
gangway sections (23) having associated rail-forming side members (21, 22). The gangway sections (23) are connected to 
the bracing means (10) via support members (19, 20) which are displaceably mounted on the same. The support means (19, 
20) are fixable in different arbitrary positions on the bracing means (10). The gangway sections (23) with associated rail- 
forming side members (21, 22) and support members (19, 20) are telescopically collapsible on the bracing means (10). 
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GANGWAY ARRANGEMENT 



The present invention relates to a gangway 
arrangement of the kind which is described in the 
introduction to the following claim 1. 

Generally there is a need to provide a gangway 
5 which can be transposed in an easy manner from an in- 
active, stowed away condition to an active condition 
ready for use. The gangway can, for example, find its 
application between two separate building construc- 
tions on land or between two separate rig construc- 
10 tions at sea or between a stationary construction and 
a moveable construction, for example between a 
Stationary rig and a ship at sea. 

Gangway constructions are known designed as a 
coherent rigid construction which can be pivoted from 
15 an inactive to an active position, and vice versa , by 
means of a craae arrangement or the like. Such known 
gangway constructions usually occupy significant space 
in an inactive, stowed away condition. 

With the present invention the aim is a solution 
20 where the gangway can occupy considerably less space 

in an inactive condition, but where the gangway never- 
theless has sufficient ridigity and strength in a 
condition made ready for use. 

The arrangement according to the invention is 
25 characterised by the features which are indicated in 
the characterised portion of claim 1 of the following 
claims . 

By employing according to the invention gangway 
sections which are suspended via associated support 

30 means in a common bracing means, it is possible to 
transpose the gangway sections in a relatively easy 
manner from an inactive to an active condition and 
vice versa , by allowing the gangway sections to assume 
their inactive position in a condition telescopically 

35 pushed together. According to the invention the gang- 
way sections can be adjusted in a correct use 
position along the bracing means and the gangway 
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constructions secured, separately, to the bracing 
means in a relatively simple fashion to form a gang- 
way braced ready for use. 

Further features of the invention will be evi- 
5 dent from the following description with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 shows an end view of the arrangement 
according to the invention. 

Fig. 2 shows a side view of the arrangement 
10 according to the invention. 

Fig. 3 shows a plan view of the arrangement 
according to the invention. 

Fig. 4 shows a perspective view of the arrange- 
ment according to the invention, illustrated in an 
15 . inactive position. 

Fig. 5 shows a detailed view of a portion of the 
arrangement according to the invention illustrated in 
a vertical section. 

Fig. 6 shows a detail of the portion according 
20 to Fig. 5 illustrated in side view. 

Fig. 7 shows the same as in Fig. 6 illustrated 
in end view. 

Fig. 8 shows the same as in Fig. 6 illustrated 
in plan view. 

25 In the drawing there is shown an elongate support 

means or bracing means 10 in the form of an H beam 
having great strength and great rigidity. Parallel to 
the bracing means 10 at a suitable distance from the 
latter there are fixed on opposite sides of this an 

30 extra bracing means 11 and 12, respectively. ^ 
The extra bracing means 11 and 12 can have 
arbitrary cross-sectional forms and need not have an 
equally great rigidity and strength as the bracing 
means 10. 

35 To the bracing means 10 there are fixed a series 

of combined lock and slide means 13 with their 
respective pairs of clamping arms 14, 15 wMch can 

( OMPI 
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clamp the slide means 13 in place in arbitrary positions 
along the bracing means 10 with the help of a separate 
actuating means 16 for example in the form of a 
spanner. Further details of the slide means 13 with 
5 associated clamping arms 14, 15 and actuating means 
16 are illustrated in Figs. 6-8. 

To the slide means 13 there is fixed a trans- 
verse yoke member 17 which at opposite ends in an 
associated support plate 18 carries a pair of down- 

10 wardly diverging support members in the form of rods 
19, 20 which are fastened to the upper portion of 
framework- forming side pieces 21, 22 in an associated 
gangway section 23. Each support rod 19, 20 is pre- 
ferably linked to the slide means 13 and to the side 

15 piece 21 (22) via pivot pins 24 and 25. In addition, 
each support rod is preferably in the form of an 
axially regulatable rod construction (tension rod 
construction) . 

Each gangway section 23 is rigidly connected 

20 to the associated side pieces 21, 22. There are 

shown a series of four sections 23a-23d which can be 
drawn telescopically together, so that the sections 
can assume a pushed out position as illustrated in 
Figs. 1-3 and can be pushed together to an inactive, 

25 pushed together position, such as illustrated in 
Fig. 4. It is evident from Figs. 1 and 4 that the 
sections 23a-23d have a gradually smaller cross- 
section, so that they can be drawn together in a 
telescopically displaceable engagement. From Fig. 5 

30 it is evident that the sections 23a-23d are connected 
to each other by means of cooperating slide rails 26 
and 27. The one slide rail 26 extends on the upwardly 
facing side of the lowermost lying section, while the 
other rail 27 extends on the downwardly facing side 

35 of the section lying above. The rails 26 and 27 in 

each pair of sections are adapted to stand in perma- 
nent engagement with each other during displacement 

f OMPI 

WiFO ^WV, 
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4 



Of the sections relative to each other. In addition, 
the above-lying section is supported on the lower 
lying section via support wheels 28 which roll 
directly against the upper side of the section lying 
5 below. Each section is, in addition, provided with a 
longitudinal bracing beam 29 of C-shaped profile and 
with the profile opening facing inwardly into the 
section. Against upper flange 29a of the beam 29 
the above-lying section forms a supporting abutment 

10 via a further support wheel 30. 

At the front edge of each section 23a-23d there 
are fastened a pair of support members 31 in the form 
of wire pieces to slides 32 which are mounted for 
ready displacement on each of their two parallel 

15 . bracing means 11, 12. The wire pieces 31 diverge 

upwardly from the associated section to ■ the associated 
bracing means, as is evident from Fig. 1. By means of 
the series of pairs of wires 31 and associated bracing 
means 11 and 12 the gangway construction can be safe- 

20 guarded in place in a centred position relative to the 
central bracing means 10. 

The combined slide means and lock means 13 which 
is illustrated in detail in Figs. 6-8 consists of tv/o 
clamping arms 14 and 15 which are connected to each 

25 other via a pivot pin 35. At the central portion of 

the clamping arm 14 it is flexibly coupled to the one 
end of a regulating screw 36. The corresponding central 
portion of the clamping arm 15 supports pivotably 
mounted about a pivot pin 37 a nut 38 which is axially 

30 regula table along the screw 36. The screw 36 is 

designed with a socket portion 39 for the reception 
of the separate actuating member 16 for adjusting the 
clamping arms 14 and 15 relative to each other. Upper 
ends of the clamping arms 14 and 15 support a support 

35 wheel 31 which is adapted to support itself against 
lower horizontal flanges 10a of the bracing means 10. 
By means of clamping plates 42 and 43 on the upper 
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end of the respective clamping arm the slide and lock 
means 13 can be clamped in place in the locking 
position on the bracing means in an arbitrary position 
along the latter via the vertical central web 10b of 
5 the H beam. 
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CLAIMS: 



1» Gangway arrangement, comprising one or more 
longitudinal bracing means (10-12) which form support 
means for a series of gangway sections (23) with 
associated rail-forming side members (21, 22) , charac- 
terised in that the gangway sections (23) are 
connected to the bracing means (10) or the one of the 
bracing means (10-12) via support means (19, 20, 31) 
which are displaceably mounted on the same, and that 
the support means (19, 20, 31) are securable in 
different arbitrary positions on the associated 
bracing means (10), and that the gangway sections 
(23) with associated rail-forming side members (21, 
22) and support members (19, 20, 31) are telescopi- 
cally collapsible on the associated bracing means 



2. Arrangement in accordance with claim 1, charac- 
terised in that each gangway section is suspended in 
the associated bracing means (10) via a combined 
slide and lock means (13) which permits displaceable 
adjustment of the gangway sections for respective 
securing of the gangway sections at different 
positions along the bracing means (10) . 

3. Arrangement in accordance with claim 1 or 2, 
characterised in that each gangway section (23) at 
each side member (21, 22) is connected to a yoke 
member (17) extending transversely relative to the 
bracing means (10) via two downwardly converging 
support members, preferably in the form of rods 
(19, 20) having a regulatable length, extending in 
the longitudinal direction of the gangway. 

4. Arrangement in accordance with one of the 



(10) . 
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claims 1-3, characterised in that each gangway section 
(23) is connected to an associated bracing means (11, 
12) on opposite sides of a central bracing means (10) 
via upwardly diverging, sway-preventing wire pieces 
5 (31) which are slidably displaceable along the asso- 
ciated bracing means (11, 12). 
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